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INTRODUCTION  
Gema is a forest dwelling insectivorous bat. When her tree-hollow-home is under threat by Mr Aziz who wants to cut it 
down, she asks her friend, Nur, for help. Together they take Mr Aziz on a journey of bat enlightenment. Mr Aziz discovers 
that the magical world of bats is also important to his own.   
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  Now that you’ve watched Gema search for her bat friends to help explain their 
importance to us, let’s see if you can search for these words.   

The following words from the story are also found in the grid below: 
 

Echo Wings Mammal Fruity Bananas 
Polly Insect Pup Gema Petai 
Cave Roost Seed Mr Aziz  
Bat Durian Pollen Nur  

 

BATTY WORD SEARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B A T A D U R I A N 
A B T C I P O L L Y 
N U R I N E O F F G 
A C E H S I S J R K 
N A E L E M T P U P 
A V G E C H O O I E 
S E E D T N O L T T 
P Q M A M M A L Y A 
M R A Z I Z R E S I 
U V W K B W I N G S 
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WHERE’S MY FOOD? 
It’s early evening, Gema and Polly have come out to find their dinner. Can you help them?  

Lead Gema and Polly through the maze to their favourite meal. 
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BATTY SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
Do you remember that Mr Aziz was very surprised when he saw how different Polly, Gema and Fruity 
looked compared to each other? Look at them again in the picture below and circle 5 differences in their 
faces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See if you can remember why they are so different: 

What food do you think each bat eats? Why? 

What does the size of their eyes and ears tell you about how they find their way around and look for 
food?  

Who do you think uses sight and which uses smell? How can you tell?  

Who do you think uses echolocation? Remember, this is when insect-eating bats produce sound and 
listen for the echo to find their way around and to find food. 

Why is it so important for people that they eat these kinds of food? 
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BATTY CROSSWORD 
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Across 
1. The only flying mammal (3) 
5. Listen for that food. Don’t hit that tree 

(12) 
8. Our food and shelter destroyed (7,4) 
12. No I’m not a baby dog, but a baby bat (3) 
15. Clean yourself (5) 
16. We need bats to pollinate this smelly fruit 

(6) 
17. A country that has a very large diversity 

of bats (8) 
18. This very important place has 64 species 
of bat (4,8,7 with no gaps) 

Down 
2. A place where bats live 
3. Fruit bats seed dispersal is essential for 

this (6,12) 
4. A pest for humans, food for bats (7) 
6. Dark, damp and cool (4) 
7. Some of us may not have excellent eye 

sight, but we are defiantly not this (5) 
8. Bats biggest threat (6) 
10. A bat only found in Central and South 

America. They are not vicious (7) 
11. Bees to it, so do bats (9) 
13. Popular with gardeners, but poisonous to 

bats (10) 
14. Bats like sweet things too (6) 



ANSWERS 
Did you complete all the batty puzzles correctly? Find out! 

 
BATTY CROSSWORD 
Across: 1. bat 5. echolocation 8. habitat loss 12. pup 15. groom 16. durian 17. Malaysia 18. Krau Wildlife Reserve 
Down: 2. roost 3. forest regeneration 4. insect  6. cave 7. blind  8. humans 10. vampire 11. pollinate 13. pesticides 14 
nectar 
 
BATTY SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
The five differences were the size of their eyes, nose, ears, tongue and muzzle.  
 
Gema is an insectivorous bat. She is a small bat with large ears and nose but small eyes. Gema looks like this 
because she uses echolocation to find insects to eat. To do this she emits sound through her elaborate nose and 
listens to the echo from an object through her large ears.   
 
Polly is a nectarivarous bat. She has large eyes, a long nose and a very long tongue. This is because she uses 
vision and smell to find nectar. Polly nestles right into flowers with her long nose and then drinks the nectar 
with her long tongue!  
 
Fruity is a frugivorous bat. He has large eyes and a dog-like nose so he can smell ripe fruit to eat.  
 
How are bats important to humans? Insect-eating bats can eat up to 600 mosquito-sized insects in one hour! 
This makes them essential for pest and disease control. Nectar-eating bats feed from plants such as durian, 
mango, or banana. They also pollinate them, just like bees! Without bats these fruits would be very rare. Fruit 
eating bats disperse seeds so more fruit trees can grow. See, bats are important! 


